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The LIFE of Sin WILLIAM JAMES, Baronet. 


[Communicated by Lady James to Mr. Pennant. ] 


IR WILLIAM JAMES embarked in a fea life at twelve 

years of age. He was more than twenty years at fea 
before he got the command of a fhip. He was with Sir 
Edward Hawke in the Weft Indies, in 1738, as a junior 
officer. Some years after he commanded a fhip in the Vir. 
ginia trade: In her he was taken by the Spaniards, in the 
gulph of Florida, and carried a prifoner to the Havannah. 
His fufferings after his captivity will be related hereafter :— 
In the beginning of 1747, he went to the Eaft Indies as chief 
oficer of one of the Eaft India Company’s fhips, and per- ° 
formed two voyages in that ftation. In 1749,the Eaft India 
Company appointed him to the command of a new fhip 
called the Guardian, equipped aa fhip of war; in her he 
failed to Bombay, to proteé the trade on the Malabar coatt, 
which was much annoyed by the depredations of Angria, 
and other pirates, with which thofe feas fwarmed. 
_ During two years he was conftantly employed in convoy- 
ing the merchant fhips from Bombay, and Surat, to the Red 
Sea, the Gulf of Perfia, and up and downthe Malabar coaft, 
from the Gulph of Cambay to Cape Comorin. He was 
frequently attacked on this fervice by the different piratical 
fates. At one time, when he had nearly feveaty fail of 
thips and veffels under his charge, he was aflailed by a large 
fleet of Angria’s frigates and gallivats, full of men. With 
the Guardian, Bombay grab, and Drake bomb ketch, he ene 
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gaged the enemy, and kept them in clofe a€tion, while his 
fleet, got fafe into Tellicherry. In this confliét he funk one 
of the enemies largeft gallivats, and obliged the reft to feek 
for fafety in Gheriah and Severndroog. 

About the beginning of the year 1751, Sir William was 
appointed Commander in Cluef of the Eaft India Com- 
pany’s Marine Forces,and hoifted his broad pendant on board 
the Proteétor, a fine fhip of 44 guns. On April 2, 1755, 
he was fent with the Proteétor, Guardian, Bombay grab, and 
Drake bomb, with fome gallivats, to attempt fuch of the 
ports belonging to Angria,- which lie tothe northward of 
Gheriah, his principal fortrefs and capital. 

Ihe chief of thefe fortreffes was Severndroog, where 
Angria’s forces refitted, and took fhelter when they could 
not reach Gheriah. It was well defended by batteries along 
the thore, and the entrance of the harbour was fecured by a 
ftrong caftle, on. which were. mounted feventy pieces of 
cannon: Angria’s peopie confidered Severndroog as their 
ftrongeft held next to Gheriah. Sir William, having recon- 
noitered the place, and informed himfeif of its flréngth, 
brought his fhips with a leading wind clofe to the caftle walls, 
apd by a fteady well-diretted fire (while the Drake threw in 
her bombs) fuon brought on a parley, and in lefs than three 
haurs the Governors furrendered the caftle, and the veflels in 
the barbour: From hence Sir William went to Fort Vic- 
teria, which quickly followed the fate of Severndroog; and 
the next day four other forts were numbered in his con- 
quefis : All thefe falling was a fevere blow to Angria, who 
had a thort time betore attacked a fleet of Duteh fhips, under 
the protection of a 5° gun fhip anda frigate : The Dutch fleet 
was difperfed, andthe §° gun fhip, and fome of the mer- 
cbantmen, were brought in great triumph to Gheriah. 

- When Sir William retifmed with his viéiorious fleet to 
Bombay, he found Admiral Watlon there, with three line 
ot battle fhips, and fome frigates, &c. ‘Lhe government ol 
Bombay confulted with the Admiral about means to deitroy 
the power of Angria, andthe Mahratta flates joined in the 
conicderacy, for they had futiered by his depredations. 

Sir William was fent with his little fquadron to recon- 
noitre Gheyiah, a place reprefented to be almolt impregnable 
from the fea. He judicioufly flood clofe in to the walls, 
under the cover of night, and with his boat founded and ex- 
amined the channels leading to the harbour and outer road ; 
m the day time.he ftood in within gun-fhot of the walls ; and 
having in.two days made himielf pericct!y matter of the 
enemy’s 





att 
th 
fir 
fhe 
the 
the 
cal 
fet 
per 
ent 
tio! 
nev 
eo 
Cli 
lan 
( 
Fre 
and 
fhe 
Bor 
S 
nau 
mor 
man 
T 
ftan 
ufua 
the | 
by it 
the j 
aflift 
Col 
dena 
In 
equat 
cour 
Was ¢ 





ere 
wuld 
ong 
ya 
. of 
heir 
‘on- 
eth, 
alls, 
y in 
iree 
s in 
J ic- 
and 
-on- 
who 
nder 
fleet 
ne!- 


t to 
line 
nt of 
troy 
1 the 


con- 
iable 
valls, 
1 ex- 
oad > 
and 
t the 
y's 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 283 


enemy’s ftrength, he returned to Bombay.. This piece of 
fervice he performed with fo much promptnefs and {kill, that 
he received the thanks of the Governor and “Admiral ; and 
they were fo well perfuaded, ‘from his repert, of the prac- 
ticability of the enterprize, that no time was loft in equip- 
ping the fhips, and embarking the troops. 

Thefquadron tormed off Gheriah, the 10th of February, 
1756. Sir William, in the Proteétor, led the {quadron to the 
attack in one divifion, while another divifion of frigates led 
the bomb-ketches in another line; a heavy and tremendous 
fire began on our part from the fhips of the line, while the 
fhells were thrown with great fuccefs from the bombs into 
the harbour, where all Angria’s fhips were hauled for faféty ; 
thefe were foon fet on fire by the bombs ; the fire from the 
caftle and batteries: {oon flackened, and before the evening 
fet in, the caftle furrendered, and Gheriah, and all its de- 
pendencies, fell into our hands. Thus fhortly ended an 
enterprife, which, tor many years, had been in contempla- 
tion by the European governments in India, but which was 
never before attempted, trom an idea that no force fufficient 
eould be brought againift the walls of this caftle. Lord 
Clive, at this time a Lieutenant-Colonel, commanded the 
land-forces. 

On the Malabar coaft, foon after this, he fell in with a 
French {hip from Mauritius, very much his fuperior in men 
and guns ; fhe was called L’Indienne: After a {mart aétion 
fhe ftruck, and Sir Wilham carried her in triumph to 
Bombay. 

Sir William James, in an eminent manner, difplayed his 
nautical abilities, by fhewing, that in defpight of a contrary 
monfoon, a communication between Bombay and the Coro- 
mandel coaft may be effeéted in cafes of exigency. 

This paflage was attempted by Sir William in the firft in- 
ftance, and he accomplifhed it in nearly as fhort a time as it 
ufually was done in the favourable monfoon. It was of 
the utmoft moment that he fucceeded at the time he did, for 
by it he confirmed to Admiral Watfon (then in the Ganges) 
the intelligence of the war with France, and brought to his 
afliftance five hundred troops, by which the Admiral and 
Colonel Clive were enabled, in March, 1757, to take Chan- 
denagore, the chief of the French fettlements in Bengal. 

In effeting this paflage, the Commodore croffed the 
equator in the meridian of Bombay, and continued his 
courfe to the fouthward as far as the tenth degree, and then 
was enabled to go as far to the eaftward as the meridian of 
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Atcheen Head, the north-weft extremity of Sumatra, from 
whence, with the north-eaft monfoon, which then prevailed 
in the bay of Bengal, he could with eafe gain the entrance of 
the Ganges, or any port on the Coromandel coatt. 

In the beginning of this narrative it was mentioned Sir 
William had fuffered thipwreck. The uncommon hardhhips 
he and his people encountered were as follows : After they 
were releafed from the Spanifh prifon at the Havannah, they 
embarked in a fmall brig tor Carolina. The crew of the 
brig, and Sir William and his people, amounted to fifteen. 
The fecond day after putting to fea, a very hard gale of wind 
came on: The veffel ftrained, and foon became {fo leaky, 
that the pumps and the people bailing could not keep her 
free ; and at length, being worn out with labour, feven of 
them, with Sir William, got into the only boat they had, 
with a {mall bag of bifcuit anda keg of water, the veffel foon 
after difappeared, and went down. They were twenty days 
in this boat without a compafs ; their bifcuit foon got wet 
with the fea, which for two days made. a breach over the 
boat ; a {nuff-box Sir William had with him, ferved to dif- 
tribute their daily allowance of water; and atter encounter- 
ing every difficulty of famine and fevere labour, on the 
twentieth day they found themfelves on the ifland of Cuba, 
not ten miles from whence they had been embarked out of a 
Spanith prifon : But a prifon had no horrors to them. The 
Spaniards received them once more into captivity ; and it is 
remarkable, that only one out of the feven perilhed, though 
after they got on thore but few of them had the ufe of their 
limbs for many days, : 

In the year 1759, Sir William returned to his native 
country. The Eaft India Company prefented him with a 
handfome elegant gold-hilted {word, with a complimentary 
motto, expreflive of their fenfe of his gallant fervices. 
Soon afterward he was chofena Direétor, and continued a 
member of that refpeétable body more than twenty years; 
in which time he had filled both the chairs. He was-fiiteen 
years Deputy-Mafter of the Corporation of the ‘Trimty- 
Houle ; a Governor of Greenwich Hofpital ; ferved two 
feflions in Parliament for Weit Looe; and on the 25th ol 
July, 1778, the King was pleafed to create him a Baronet. 

He pianned the reduétion of Pondicherry during the 


American war, and received a rich fervice of place from the . 


India Company, as ateflimony of their fenfe of his {kill and 


Oa 


judgment in that affair. 
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Onthe 16th of December, 1783, Sir William died, aged 


fixty-two. In the year following, a handfome building was 
erected on his eftate in Kent, near the top of Shooter’s-hill ; 
it is builtin the flyle of a caitle, with three fides, and com- 
mands a molt extenfive view. The loweft room is adorned 
with weapons, peculiar to the different countries of the eaft. 
The room above has different views of naval a€tions and en- 
terprifes painted on the ceiling, in which Sir William had 
been a confiderable aftor. The top of the building is 
finilhed with battlements, about fixty feet. from the bafe. 
The top of the battlements is four hundred and eighty feet 
above the level of Shooter’s-hill, and more than one hundred 
and forty feet higher than the top of St. Paul’s cupola. Ona 
a tablet over the entrance door is this infcription : 


This building was erefted M.pcc.LxxxIv. by the Reprefen- 
tative of the Jate 
Sir Witiiam James, Bart. 

To commemorate that gallant Officer’s Atchievements in the 
Eaft-Indies, during his Command of the Company’s Ma- 
rine Forces in thofe Seas ; and ina particular Manner to 
record the Conqueft of the Caftle of Severndroog, on the 
Coaft of Malabar, which fell to his fuperior Valour and 
able Conduét on the 2d Day of April, M.pcc.Lv. 


OF Sir William, it is faid, by a perfon who knew him in- 
timately near thirty years, and was well acquainted with his 
profeflional abilitics; that as a thorough practical feaman, he 
was almoft without an cqual ; as an officer, he was brave, 
vigilant, prompt and refolute ; patient in difficulty, with 2 
prefence of mind that {eemed to grow from danger. 





EXTRACTS from Mr. PARKE’s TRAVELS. 
(Continued from Page 268.) 


M48c# 21, 1796.—Anxious to know my _ deftiny, 
I went to the King early inthe morning; and as a 
number of Bufhreens were aflembied, I thought this a favour. 
able opportunity of difcovering their intentions. I there- 
fore began by begging his permiflion to return to Jarra; 
which was flatly refuled : His wife, he faid, had not feen 
me, and I mutt flay until fhe came to Benowm, afier which 
I fhould be at liberty to depait ; and that my horfe, oer 
aad 
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had been taken away from me the day after I arrived, thould 
be again reflored to me. Unfatistattory as this anfwer was, 
I was forced to appear pleafed ; and as there was little hopes 
of making my efcape, at this feafon of the. year, on account 
of the exceflive heat, and the total want of water in the 
woods, I refolved to wait patiently until the rains had fet in, 
or until fome more favourable opportunity fhould prefent 
itfelf; but “ Hope deferred maketh the heart fick.” 

This tedious procraitination from day to day, and ‘the 
thoughts of travelling through the Negro kingdoms in the 
rainy feafon, which was now falt approaching, made me very 
melancholy : And having pafled a refilefs night, I found 
myfelf attacked, in the morning, by a {mart fever. I had 
wrapped myfelf clofe up in my cloak, with aview to indace 
perfpiration, and was allieep whena party of Moors entered 
the hut, and with their ufual rudenefs pulled the cloak from 
me. I made figns to them that I was fick, and wifhed much 
to fleep ; but I folicited in yain ; my diftrefs was matter of 
{port to them, and they endeavoured to heighten it, by every 
means in their power. ‘This fhudied and degrading in- 
folence, to which I was coniiantly expoled, was one of the 
bittereft ingredients in the cup of captivity ; and often made 
life itfelf a burden to me. In thofe diltreffing ‘moments 
I have frequently envied the fituation of the flave; who 
amid all his calamities, could ftill poffefs the enjoyment of 
his own thoughts: A happineis to which I had, for fome 
time, been a ftranger. 

Wearied out with fuch continual infults, and perhaps a 
little peevith from the fever, I trembled left my paffion might 
unawares overleap the bounds of prudence, and {pur me to 
fome fudden aét of refentment, when death muft be the in- 
evitable coniequence. In this perplexity, 1 lett my hut, and 
walked to fome fhady trees at a little diflance from the camp, 
where I lay down. But even here, perfecution followed 
me; and folitude was thought too great an indulgence for a 
diltrefled Chriftian. Ali's fon, with a number of horfemen, 
came galloping to the place, and urdeved me to rife and follow 
them. I begged they would allow me ‘to remain where 
I was, if it was only for a few hours : But they paid little 
attention to what I faid; and after a few threatening words, 
one of them pulled outa piftol froma ‘leather bag, that was 
faftened to the pummel of his faddle, and prefenting it toward 
me, fnapped it twice. He did this with fo tmuch indif- 
ference, that I really doubted whether the ‘piftol was loaded ; 
he cocked it a third time, and was ftriking the flint with a 
6 piece 
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piecoof ifteel, when I'begged them to defift, and returned 
with them.to the camp. 

When we entered Ali’s tent, we found him much out of 
humour. He called for the Moor’s piftol, and amufed; him- 
felf for fome time with opening and fhutting the pan; at 
length, taking up his powder horn, he freth primed it ; and 
turning. round to me with a menacing look, faid fomething in 
Arabic, whichI did not underftand. 1 defired my boy, who 
was fitting before the tent, to enquire what offence I had 
committed ; when I was informed, that having gone out of 
the camp without Ali’s permiffion, they fufpeéted that I had 
fome defign of making my efcape; and. that, in future, if 
I was feen without the fkirts of the camp, orders had been 
given that I fhould be fhot by the firft perfon that obferved 
me. 
{From this tyrant, Mr. Parke foon after made his efcape, 
yet ftill to encounter a variety of hardfhips, which would ap- 
pear romantic, if the narrative did not bear every internal 
mark of veracity. Omitting thefe, of which thofe aiready 
ftated may be reckoned a fuflicient fpecimen, we pafs-on to 
the following obfervations, which are well deferving atten- 
tion. j 





OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE AND SouRCES OF SLA- 
VERY IN AFRICA. 


A State of fubordination, and certain inequalities of rank 
and condition, are inevitable in every flage of civil fociety ; 
but when this fubordination js: carried to fo great a length, that 
the perfons and fervices of one part of the community are 
entirely at the di{pofal of another part, it may then be de- 
nominated’a flate ef flavery, and in this condition of life, a 
great body of the Negro inhabitanis of Africa have con. 
tinued from the more early period of their hiftory ; with this 
aggravation, that their children are born to no other inher- 
tance, 4 

The flaves in Africa, I fuppofe, are nearly in the propor 
tion of three to one to the freemen. They claim no reward 
for their fervices, except food and cloathing ; and are treated 
with kindnefs or feverity, according to'the good. or bad dif 
pofition of their maflers. Cuflom; however, has eftablifhed 
certain rules with regard to the treatment of flaves, which it 
is thought difhonourable to violaic. ‘Thus, the dometli 
flaves, or fuch as are born ina man’s own houfe, are treated 
with more lenity thanthofe which are purchafed with money. 


the 
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The authority of the mafter over the domeftie flave, as 
I have elfewhere obferved, extends only to reafonable correc- 
tion ; for the mafler cannot fell ‘his domeftic, without having 
firft brought him toa public trial, before the chiet men of 
the place. 

In the time of famine, the mafter is permitted to fell one 
or more of his domeftics, to purchafe provifions for his fa- 
mily ; and in cafe of the mafter’s infolvency, the domeftic 
flaves are fometimes feized upon by the creditors; and if 
the mafter cannot redeem them, they are liable to be fold for 
the payment of his debts. Thefe are the only cafes that 
I can recolle&, jn which the domeftic flaves are liable to be 
fold, without any mifconduét or demerit of their own. 

But thefe reftri€tions on the power of the mafter, extend 
not to the cafe of prifoners taken in war, nor to that of flaves 
purchafed with money. All thefe.unfortanate beings. are 
confidered as ftrangers and foreigners, who have no right to 
the proteétion of the law, and may be treated with feverity, 
er fold to a ftranger, according to the pleafure ‘of. their 
owners. 

There are indeed regular markets, where flaves of this de- 
fcription are bought and fold ; and the value of a fiavein 
the eye of an African purchafer increafes in proportion to 
his diftance from his native kingdom : For when flaves are 
only a few days journey from the place of their nativity, 
they frequently effect their efcape; but when one or more 
kingdoms intervene, efcape being more difficult, they are 
more readily reconciled to their fituation. Onthis account, 
the unhappy flave is frequently transferred from one dealer 
to another, until he has lott all hopes of returning to his 
native kingdom. The flaves which are purchafed by the 
Europeans on the coaft, are chiefly of this defcription ; a 
tew of them are colleéted inthe petty wars, hercafter to be 
defcribed, which take place near the coaft ; but by far the 
greater number are brought down in large caravans from the 
inland countries, ot which many are unknown, even by 
name, tothe Europeans. ‘The flaves which are thus brought 
trom the interior, may be divided into two diflinét claffes ; 
firft, fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born 
of enflaved mothers ; fecondly, fuch as were born tree, but 
who afterward, by whatever means, became {laves. 

Thole of the firft defcription, are by far the moft nume- 
rous; for prifoners taken in war (at leaft fuch as are taken in 
open and declared war, when one kingdom avows hoftilities 
againfl another) are generally of thisdefcription. The come 
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paratively fimall proportion of free people, to the enflaved, 
throughout Africa, has already been noticed; and it muft 
be obferved, that men of free condition have many advan- 
tages over the flaves,evenin wartime. They are in general 
better armed, and well mounted; and can either fight or 
efcape, with fome hopes of fuccefs; but the flaves, who 
have only their {pears and bows, and of whom great numbers 
are loaded with baggage, become an eafy prey. Thus, 
when Manfong, King of Bambarra, made war upon Kaarta, 
he took in one day nine hundred prifoners, of which number 
not more than feventy were free men. This account I re- 
ceived from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kem- 
moo, all of whom were made prifoners by Manfong. 

Again, when a freeman is taken prifoner, his friends will 
fometimes ranfom him, by giving two flaves in exchange; 
but when a flave is taken, he has no hopes of fuch re- 
demption. To thefe difadvantages, it isto be added, that the 
Slatees (free black merchants, dealers in flaves) who pur- 
chafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them down 
to the coaft for fale, conitantly prefer fuch as have been in 
that condition of life from their infancy, well knowing that 
thefe have been accuftomed to hunger and fatigue, and are 
better able to fuftain the hardfhips of a long and .:—painful 
journey, than freemen, and on their reaching the coaft, if no 
opportunity offers of felling them to advantage, they can 
eafily be made to maintain themfelves by their labour ; 
neither are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as 
thofe who have once tafted the blefflings of freedom. 

Slaves of the fecond defcription, generally become fuch 
by one or other of the following caufes. 1. Captivity. 
2, Famine. 3. Infolvency. 4. Crimes. A freeman may, 
by the eftablifhed cuftoms of Africa, become a flave, by 
being taken in war. War, of all others, is the moft pro- 
duftive fource, and was, probably, the origin of flavery ; 
for when one nation had taken from another a greater number 
of captives than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is 
natural to f{uppofe that the conquerors, finding it inconvenient 
to maintain their prifoners, would compel them tg labeur ; 
at firft, perhaps, only for their own fupport; but afterward 
to fupport their mafters. Be this as it may, it is a known 
faft, that prifoners of war in Africa, are the flaves of the 
conquerors ; and when the weak or unfyuccefsful warrior 
begs for mercy beneath the uplifted thield of his oppQnent, 

he gives up atthe fame time his claim to liberty ; and pur- 
chafes his life at the expence of his freedom. 
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In a country, divided intoa thoufand petty fl@es, moflly 
independent and jealous of each other, where every freeman 
is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military atchievements ; 
“where the youth who has praétifed the bow and {pear from 
his infancy, longs for nothing fo much as an opportunity to 
difplay his valour, it is natural to imagine that wars fre. 
quently originate from very frivolous pyovocations. When 
one nation is more powerful than another, a pretext is fel- 
dom wanting for commencing hoftilities. Thus the war 
between Kajaaga and Katflon was occafioned by the detention 
of a fugitive {lave ; that between Bambarra and Kaarta by 
the lofsof a tew cattle. Other cafes of the fame nature per- 
petually occur, in whichthe folly or mad ambition of their 
princes, and the zeal of their religious enthufiafts, give full 
employ ment to the {cy oes of defolation. 
» be continued.) 





Account of ihe Manner in which the Beggars in Bavana 
were arrefled. 

». By Count Rumrorp. 

EW-YEAR’s-DAY having, from time immemorial, 

been confidered in Bavaria as a day peculiarly fet 
apart for giving alms ; and the beggars never failing to be 
all out upon that occafion ; I chofe that moment as being the 
moft favourable for beginning my operations. Early in the 
morning of the tflot January, 1790, the officers and non- 
commiflioned ofhcers of the three regiments of infantry 
garrifon, were flationed in the different flreets, where Ae 
were dirctied to wait for further orders. 

Having, in the mean time, affembled, at my lodgings, the 
field-officers, and all the chief magiftrates of the town, 
linade them acquainted with my intention to proceed that 
very morning to the execution of a plan I had formed for 
taking up the beggars, and providing for the poor ; and afked 
the:riammeidate affiftance. 

To thow the public thet it was not my wifh to carry this 
meafure into execution by miliary force alone, (which might 
have rendered the meafure odious, but that I was difpofed 
to fhow all becoming deference to the civil authority, | 
hegged the magiftrates. to accompany me, and the field-o!- 
ficers of the garrifon, in the execution of the firlt and mol 
difficult part of the undertaking, that of arrejling the beg 
gars. 
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gars. This they moft readily confented to, and we im. 
mediately fallied out into the ftrect, myfelf accompanied by 
the ‘chief magiftrate of the town, and each of the field-offi- 
cers by an interior magiftrate. 

We were hardly got into the {treet when we were accofted 
by a beggar, who afked us foralms. I went up to him,.and 
laying my hand gently upon his fhoulder, told him, that from 
thenceforwards begging would not be permitted in Munich; 
—ihat if he really ftood in need of affiftance, (which would 
: ae os a we F ) > necefi: Pr 
immediately be enquired into,) the neceflary affiftance fhould 
certainly be given him, but that begging was forbidden; and 
if he was deteéted in it again he would be feverely punifhed. 
Ithen delivered him over to an orderly ferjeant who was 
following me, with direé&tions to conduét him to the town- 
hall, and deliver him into the hands of thofe he fhould find 
there to receive him; and then turning to the officers and 
magiftrates who accompanied me, I begged they would take 
notice that I had myfelf, with my own hands, arrefted the 
fir beggar we had met; and I requefted them not only to 
follow my example themfelves, by arrefting all the beggars 
they fhould meet with, but that they would alfo endeavour to 
perfuade others, and particularly the officers, non-commil- 
fioned officers, and foldiers-of the garrifon, that it was by 
no means derogatory to their charafter as foldiers, or in any- 
wife difgraceful to them, to affift in fo ufeful and laudable an 
undertaking. Thefe gentlemen having cheerfully and unani- 
moufly promifed to do their uimoft to fecond me in this 
bufinefs, difperfed mto the different parts of the town, and 
with the afliltance of the military, which they found every 
where waiting for orders, the town was fo thoroughly 


" cleared of beggars in lefs than an hour, that not one was to 


be found inthe flreets. 

Thofe who were arrefled were conduéted tothe town-hall, 
where their names were infcribed in printed lifts provided for 
that purpofe, andthey were then difmiffed to their own lodg- 
ings, with directions to repair the next day to the newly 
erected “* Military Workhoufe’” in the Au; where they 
would find comfortable warm rooms ;—a good warm dinner 
every day ; and work for all thofe who were in a condition 
to labour. They were likewife told that acommiflion fhould 
immediately be appointed to enquire into their circumflances, 
and to grant them fuch regular weckly allowances of money, 
inalms, as they fhould {land in need of; which was ac- 
cordingly done, 


2 Orders 
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Orders were then iffued to al! the military guards in the 


different parts of the town, to fend out patroles frequently 


into the ftreets in their neighbourhood, to arreft all the beg. , 


gars they fhould meet with ; and a reward was offered for each 
beggar they fhould arreft and deliver overto the civil magif. 
trate. The guardof the police was likewife direfted to be vigi- 
Jant ; and the inhabitants at large, of all ranks and denomina-. 
tions, were earneftly called upon to affift in completing a work 
of fo much public utility, and which had been fo happily be- 
gun. In anaddrefs tothe public, which was printed and diftri- 
buted gratis among the inhabitants, the fatal confequences ari- 
fing from the prevalency of mendicity were defcribed in moh 
lively and affeéting colours,—and the manner pointed out in 
which they could moft effe€tually aflift in putting an end to 
an evil equally difgraceful and prejudicial to fociety. 

Upon this occafion I muft not forget to mention a curious 
circumftance, which contributed very much towards clear- 
ing the town effectually of beggars. It being found that 
fome of the moft hardened of thefe vagabonds were attempt- 
ing to return to their old prattices, and that they found means 
to efcape the patroles, by keeping a fharp look-out, and 
avoiding them; to hold them more effeGiually in check the 
patroles fent out upon this fervice were ordered to go with- 
outarms. In confequence of this arrangement, the beggars 
being no longer able to diftinguifh who were in fearch of 
thei, and who were not, faw a patrole in every foldier they 
met with in the ftreets, (and of thefe there were great num- 
bers, Munich being a garrifon town,) and from thencefor- 
ward they were kept in awe. 





Nolice and Explication of ihe Chinefe Game of Chefs. 


ws spre Everarp Van Braam Houckceest, /ate Chief in 

ie lion of pf tbe Dutch Eaft India Company in China, and the 
puke Perfin in the Embaffy to the Court of the Emperor of China. 

N China the game is called Tche.cn-Ahie ; it was intro- 


duced into that country more than four hundred years 
igo by a fat-tocqg, or general of their troops, whofe name 
was Long-hin-tche-quam-tie-he. 

This game is fo common in China, that it was played by 
the cou/zs and the loweft clafs of people, before he under- 
flood that they were playing at chefs; as they did not make 
ufe of figures like thofe employed in Europe, but of round 
pawns 
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pawns like thofe we make ufe of for draughts, and on each 
of which the name of the piece is engraved. 

The board is not of two colours, but confifts of a fimple 
paper, crofled by flripes, fo that the pieces are placed on 
the points where the ftripes mect.—The number of pieces 
however is the fame as in the European game, viz. fixteen 
pieces of each colour.—There are only five pawns or fol- 
dicrs, although there are eleven principal pieces. 

Thefe laft are :—A ¢tayfocq or general ; two mandarins or 
counfellors ; two elephants ; two horfes ; two chariots; 
and two pieces of artillery. 

The nine firft of the eleven pieces juff named are placed 
in the outermoft band of the board, one befide the other, the 
taytocg inthe middle, a mandarin on each fide, an elephant 
after each mandarin, a horfe after each elephant, and a chariot 
ateach end; the two pieces of artillery are put on the third 
row, before the two horfes, and the five foldiers on the fourth 
line, correfponding to the ¢aytocqg, to the two elephants, and 
to the two chariots. 

The board or field (camp) is feparated by a river, the paf- 
fage of which is only permitted to the horfes, tothe chariots, 
to the cannon and the foldicrs ; while it is abfolutely inter- 
difted to the five other pieces. When the ¢aytocg is made 
check-mate, the game is won. 

The following is the march or movement of the pieces : 

The taytocg or general, who can never make more than 
one {quare at once of the board, may advance or retire, or 
go in any direétion, provided he never quits the nine com- 
partments next to hin, and which, for that reafon, are marked 
with a different fhade from the reft of the board. 

The mandarins or counfellors can only go from one fquare 
tothat which is next, but only diagonally ; and, like the ge- 
neral, they cannot go out of the nine compartments which 
terve him for limits. 

The elephants march diagonally, by leaping over a com- 
partment or [quare, but they are not to crofs the river. 

The horfes have exa@tly the fame march as the knights in 
the European game. But if the adverfary puts one of his 
pawns by the fide of a horfe, he has, according to the fenfe 
of the Chinefe word, his feet tied. Then he cannot take 

the piece which made him check, although he may place 
himfelf any where elfe; he alfo paffes the river. 

The chariots have the fame march as the caflles or towers 
ia the Europcan game. They pals the river. 


The 
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The cannon march like the chariots next to them, in front 
and inrear. They may pafs over any of the compartments, 


and may go over the river. But one cannon cannot take 
line with it ano- 


another piece, unlefs there be on the fame line 

ther piece in front of that which they defign it to take. So 
that the movement of the cannon or piece of artillery is 
that of a body which is projected like a bomb-thell. 

In the beginning, the foldiers or pawns can only make 
one fquare forwards, and can only take in this dire&tion, and 
not obliquely asin the European game. But when they are 
on the other fide of the river, they may take in front and 
fileways ; yet fo as not to goback; the pawn brought to the 

laft band of the adverfary, is changed to a piece already 
taken, at the option of the party who has condutted his pawn 
fo far. 

Such are the rules and the procefs of this game among the 
Chinefe. 





Curious Account of the lale Catharine I]. Emprefs of 


Ruffia. 
AN impartial obferver who faw the Emprefs in 1772 and 
4 1773, defcribes her inthe following manner: “ She is 


of that flature which is neceffarily requifite to perfect ele- 
gance of form ina lady. She has fine large blue eyes ; her 
eyebrows and hair are of a brownifh colour ; her mouth is 
well-proportioned, the chin round, the nofe rather long ; the 
forehead regular and open, her hands and arms round and 
white, her complexion not enurely clear, and her fhape 
rather plump than meagre, her neck and bofom high, and 
ihe bears her head with peculiar grace and dignity. She 
lays on, as is umiverfally the cullom with the fair fex in 
Ruflia, a pretty flrong rouge. She has adopted the ufual 
ages f the Ru Hh in ladies as the model of her drefs, which, 

} Some {light alterations in it, fhe has fo improved, that itis 

ot only very becoming, but may very prop rerly be deemed 
an elegant mode of attire. She never puts on rich clothes 
except on folemn feflivals ; when her head and corfet are 
entirely fet with brilliants; in grand proceffions fhe wears a 
crown of diamonds and precious ftones. Her gait is ma- 
of her form and manner there ts fome- 


jeftic ; in the whole 
that if fhe were to be feen 


thing fo dignified and noble, 
without ornament or any outward marks of  diflinétion, 
ereat nuiwber of ladies of rank, fhe would be im- 
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i mediately efteemed the chief. There is withal, in the fea- 
tures of her face and in her looks, an uncommon degree of 





€ 
" authority and command. In her charaéter there is more of 
° livelineis than gravity. She is courteous, gentle, beneficent ; 
1S outwardly devout. 
** Her ordinary method of life, in which the has almoft 
e always perfevered, was, at that time, this : About fix o’clock 
a in the morning the Emprefs ufually rifes ; frequently, and 
re even inthe depth of winter (nay, in the latter years of her 
JA life almoft commonly) earlier. She ufes, without calling 
1e any one, to prepare her own breakfaft ; and in general fhe 
is not fond of being much waited on, and accordingly dif- 
1 penfes with all attendance on her perfon as much as poflible. 
The bufinefs of her toilet lafts not long ; during which fhe 
ie figns commiffions, orders, and papers of various purport. 


On days when the council does not meet in her apartments, 
fhe is bufied alone in the cabinet from eight till eleven in the 
forenoon; fhe then ufually goes to chapel, where the fervice 
of continues till twelve. From this time til one, {ome of the 
minifters of the feveral departments have accefstoher. Af- 
ter the table is removed, to which the fits down at lateft at 
~ about half after one, fhe goes to work again for an hour or 
two, according as bufinefs may require ; fhe then walks, 





* rides on horfeback, or goes out in a coach or fledge ; and at 
a fix her Majefty appears at the play-houfe, where the per- 
* formances are alternately in French and Ruffian. If the 
we Emprefs takes her fupper in public (which happens ex- 


af tremely feldom) it never continues later than half after ten ; 
at other times fhe retires at ten. 


pe ‘6 aia . . 
nd The only court-day in the whole week, holidays ex- 
he cepted, is Sunday. Onthis day, in the morning, asthe Em- 


; prefs paffes from chapel to her apartments, fhe gives the am- 
sail baffadors and foreigners of rank who have been once pre- 
fented, her hand to kifs; likewife fueh perfons as have anv 
petition to prefent, or defire to return thanks for bounties 
ad received, are prefented on this day to the Emprefs, and kis 
her hand, dropping on one knee.—The court begins not till 


es : 'rop : 
re fix o’clock in theevening. At the fame time a ball or con- 
- cert is ufually given : The Emprefs never dances, but fits 


, down immediately to cards, having previoufly told the 
chamberlain in waiting whom fhe will have of her party. 


\e- 
en In autuma, 1772, it was commonly the Auitrian and Pruflian 
" minifters, and of her own minifiers Count Razumoffsky, 
a's 


Prince Gallitzin, and the two Counts Chernicheff. The 
Emprefs plays at piquet, or fome other game at which fhe is 
not 
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not obliged to be conftantly filent. A femicircle is formed 
round her card-table, which the ladies begin on the left hand, 
and the privy-counfellors clofe on the right. When the 
Emprefs has finifhed her game, fhe gets up and talks indif. 
criminatcly with the ladies, generals, and minifters that form 
the circle. At about ten o’clock, and often earlier, the 
breaks up her party, and then retires unobferved through a 
fide-door. What has been here mentioned, relates only 
the winter months, when the court is at St. Peterfburgh. 
While the Emprefs is at Tzarfkofelo there is no court held 
except on extraordinary feitivals. 

Of civil proceffes, criminal and confiftorial cau fes, the 
Emprefs allows nothing to be referred to her 1n the hours of 
the forenoon allotted to confer with the minifter. Yet no 
perfon can be condemned to death without previous infor- 
mation delivered to her : This punifhment is almoft always 
commuted or mitigated. But all matters relating to the 
army, the navy, the finances, to foreign affairs, the taxes, and 
public buildings, muift be reported to her by the chiefs of 
the feyeral departments.—Every one knows that the Em- 
prefs is made acquainted with whatever concerns the admi- 
niftration of government, and aéts from herfelf in all flate 
affairs.—As fhe never interferes in private matters and the 
family concerns of her houlehold, fhe has always time 
enough for bufinefs of a public nature ; efpecially as fhe 
regularly and uniformly apportions the hours of her day to 
the accurate interchange of writing, converfation, exercife, 
and company. In conftitution fhe is healthy and robuft ; 
her mind is tranquil, cheerful, and always difpofed to 
bufinefs.’ 





REFLECTIONS. 


iv is impoffible to make org a definition of wit, as fhall 
comprehend every kind of it. But it feems to confift 
chiefly ina happy faculty of ane diftant objeéts, and 
furprizing you with the difcovery of a flriking refemblance, 
where you did not dream of finding 2 any. 

Dean Swift fays, that no wife man ever withed bimfelf 
younger. The Dean might perhaps have excepted a man 
renowned for wifdom, who feems to have been gloomy 
and unhappy in his latter years, merely from want of 
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Concife Letter from Lord Nelfon to Six Stephen Lufhings 
ton, in Confequence of receiving Ten Thoufand Pounds 
as a Prefent for his eminent Services from the Eaft India 
Company. 


“* Foudroyant, Bay of Naples, July 3, 1799. 


“ JT Was this day honoured with your letter of May 1, con- 

veying to me the refolutions of the Honourable Eaft 
India Company. It is true, Sir, that I am incapable of find. 
ing words to convey my feelings for the unprecedented ho- 
nour done me by the Company. Having, in my younger 
days, ferved in the Eaft Indies, I am no ftranger to the mt- 
nificence of the Honourable Company: But this generous 
aét of their’s tome, fo much furpaffes all calculation of gra- 
titude, that I have only the power of faying that I receive it 
with all refpeét. Give me leave, Sir, to thank you for yout 
very elegant and flattering letter, and that I am, with great 
refpeét, 

“ Your moft obliged, and obedient fervant, 
““ NELSON.” 


Anfwer, by G. England, of Uplyme, to C. Heath's Charade, 
inferted Auguft 5. 


For the mufes’ favourite fought, 
And {cann’d your myftic lines with care, 

Till noted SHAKESPEARE itruck my thoughte, 
Which did its anfwer foon declare. 

*x* We have received the like anfwer from T. Jarvis, 
of Malborough; W. Hoare; and J. Gidley, jun. of Dean 
Prior; W. Bickham, jun. of Athburton; John Field, of Sta- 
verton; W. Davies, of Crowan; Viator, of Totnes; and 
Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter volunteers. 





Anfwer, by T. Churchoufe, Jun. of Yeouil,to W. Hoare's 


Charade, inferted Auguft 14, 


O crufh and humble Gallia’s pride 
Our tars triumphant plough the Men; 
And when victorious they return, 
Each Springs with joy the fhere to gain. 
Vous XXXIV. 2¥Y The 
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The parts combin’d in order true, 
Prefent a MAIN-SPRING to your view. 


. *t* We have received the like anfwer from Walter Bick. 
ham, jun. of Afhburton; John Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; 
Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter volunteers ; J. Field, of Sta- 
verton; T. Jarvis, of Malborough; C. Heath, of the Nim. 
ble cutter; J. H. of Wells; J. Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; 
and W. Davies, of Crowan. - 


A QUESTION, by W. Lewis, of Chrift Churh. 


; 








HERE are three towns; viz. London, Huntingdon, and 
York; fuppofe them to lie in the following manner: 
London and Huntingdon to lie north and fouth one from the 
ather; if the diftance between them be XQ, and -7, and 
fquare 2.9ths of that quotient, that produét will be 324 miles, 
and York to lie dire&tly weft from London 54 miles. 
Query,—the diftance from Huntingdon to York? 





A CHARADE, éy P. Gove, of Exeter, 


EHOLD! the blazing orb of day, 
How bright his glories fhine, 
Extending far his lucid ray, 
With energy divine. 
Creation fmiles! the fields and groves, 
A pleafing prof{peét yields ; 
The feather’d choir attune their loves, 
And verdure crowns the fields. 


But mark how foon the profpeét’s chang’d, 
How dull the fcene appears, 

When that my firfl majettic reigns, 
What fadnefs fills the air ! 

Silent and faft my fecond falls, 
And veils the pleafing fcene ; 

The hill and dale no more appear 
Bedeck’din lively green. 

Seleét thofe parts, and join them true, 
Yelearned bards! weil fam’d ; 

My deadly whole will then to view 
Be brought, and quickly nam'd. 

9 POETRY. 
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On hearing the Bells of Charles Church ringing for the EleSion of John 


Arthur, Efq. Mayor of Plymouth, September 17, 1799. 


EAR YOUTH! who foon in early life haft climb’d 
Into the chair of ftate, which thoufands feek, 
Midft intereft’s jarring ftrifes, but ne’er attain, 
Fortune hath been profafe indeed to you, 
In pouring forth her various gifts to pleafe, 
And make life glide infenfibly away. 
Iwould congrat’late alfo: | would hail, 
Aad with the full-ton’d peal would with you joy, 
Were there the real caufe to joy upon: 
But as the wakeful mind revolving ftill 
The fure event of all terreftrial things, 
Conneéts with joys to-day to-morrow’s woes, 
Finds nothing in the double view to boatt, 
I dare not join th’ unmeaning voice of joy. 
‘Thofe very bells which tell me you are Mayor 
Ic feems but yeiterday I heard proclaim 
With equal joy your father’s Mayoralty ; 
And yet but yefterday it feems again 
Since the unconfcious found of one othe peal 
As if infenfible of what it fpake, 
Summon’d-my felf, with other of his friends 
T’attend his funeral. —Can they {peak true 
Whole very found of joy or grief 
Becomes fo only as man interprets? 
Mittaken view of mortals hurrying on 
To iite slat verge! What dang’rous things are thefe 
Which call us from the main purfuit of life 
To the purfuit of bubbles, toys, and cares ; 
And leave th’ mean while that concern unfinihh’d 
Which but to finith forms the whole of man. 








For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 








4 PRAYER, Written during a STORM a: SEA. 


MNISCIENT GOD! whofe awful nod 
The ragiog waves obeys 


Who 
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Who guid’ft the light’ning with thy rod, 
And doth th’ thunder ftay. 

In pity hear a trembling worm 
Thy mercy, Lord! implore; 

And guide me thro’ this dreadful ftorm 
Unto fome friendly fhore, 


Thy pow’r, Lord! is ever great, 
Thy mercy greater itill ; 

Afford me now the comfort meet 
Of thy all-gracious will. 


Now lightnings glare, and thunders roll, 
Which thake the realms above: 

Such power difplayed from pole to pole 
Thy omniprefence prove. 


Such horrors how can mortal brave? 
Support my guilty mind: 

Stretch forth thy mighty arm to fave, 
Thefe roaring billows bind. 


Tho’ death on ev’ry fide doth prefs, 
And ruin feem at hand; 

In clemency I find redrefs, 
In faith I gain a ftand, 


Veousl, September, 1799. 


RECLUSE. 








On the DEATH of the Right Hon. EARL HOWE, 
By a NAVAL OFFICER, 


HAT meed of forrow can the mufe beftow, 
To foothe the mind, and fympathize with woe! 

How fades the poet’s bays, and fhrinks from view, 
When grief dejeéted coarts the fable yew! 
The idle pageants of delufive art, 
But faintly note the feelings of the heart; 
While more congenial to the gloomy bier 
Is penfive fadnefs, and the filent tear. 
if worth departed ever claim’d a figh, 
Or dimm’d with pious drops the beaming eye 5 
If excellence, enfhrin’d in mortal frame, 
Could grace 1e(pect, and fanctify a name, 
?T was gallant Howe’s, whofe elevated mind 
Embrac’d each virtue of the pureft kind! 
Rever’c by friends, aud by the world approvw’d; 
In death lamented, as in life belov’d! 
His gentle fhade hath wing’d its peaceful fight, 
To mix with angels in the realms of light! 


H. E. BOWES. 


September, 1799. 

















